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To fill this gap, this research examines the Qual re case study design
performance of Spain's decentralized political

system through three key dimensions and six

corresponding hypotheses:

BlueGreen Governance on the One Ocean Science Congress
D1: COMPLEXITY

. . . . . Canary Islands (Insular Atlantic region)
BlueGreen Governance is a Horizon Europe and the UK Research and Innovation funded project that aims HIA. Vertical checks and balances between central and regional v n " 5 5
. . . . - e Stwes alencian Community (Multi-province
to develop innovative land-sea governance schemes. Therewith the BlueGreen Governance project B e ouerteach, resulting in more. robust. coastal . S |
H iei - ;. e HIB. An increased number of decision-makers leads to institutional
responds to the need for better-informed decision-making processes, social engagement and digital coordination issues, undermining coastal biodiversity governance. Region of Murcia (Single-province

innovation while promoting more harmonious and effective science-policy-society interfaces in the Mediterranean region)
context of ocean, marine and coastal governance. The BlueGreen Governance project is presented in a D2 : REGIONAL DISCRETION

series of posters.
H2A. Empowered regional governments step in with proactive
measures when national policy stalls, boosting coastal biodiversity
governance responsiveness. Document analysis
H2B. Discretionary regional policymaking produces inconsistent ) N )
standards across jurisdictions, weakening overall coastal biodiversity Semi-structured interviews

. . . . . . . governance coherence. E

Subnational governance levels play a pivotal role in protecting biodiversity, as has been observed in feldliz etz

multilevel democracies over recent decades. However, while research on the impact of decentralization D3: LOCAL PROXIMITY

on environmental governance has expanded, it remains uncertain whether particularly empowering

i it T it R i it H H3A. Proximity to local ecological and social contexts enables

regional authorities with self-rule has enhanced biodiversity protection outcomes in coastal areas. tallored Interventions, Improving. cosstal blodiversity. governance
effectiveness.
H3B. Close local ties expose subnational policymaking to capture by )
vested interests, compromising coastal biodiversity governance The data gathered was analysed using

tegrity. q 5
integrity. thematic analysis
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